Activity:  Technological Evolution of Common Household Item

Objectives:  Students will examine a commonly used item from the early to mid- 20th century and compare it with its more contemporary counterpart, studying changes in technology used to build the item and changes in the quality of what the item produces (if applicable).
Time:  One class period.

Groups:  Groups of two to three people.
Opening Activity:  Reading from Laura Ingalls Wilder’s These Happy Golden Years, in which Pa sells a cow to purchase a sewing machine to alleviate some of the sewing work that Ma has to complete for Laura’s wedding.
Materials:  
· poster board

· markers

· early to mid-20th century items, including but not limited to:  typewriter, rotary telephone, transistor radio, 35 mm camera, early ViewMaster or other 3-D visual aid.

· contemporary 21st century items, directly relating to previous list of items, but not limited to: laptop computer, cell phone, iPod or mp3 player, digital camera, ViewMaster.

· literature related to the items given to each group about the items’ invention, evolution and usefulness in the home or business.

Activity Description:  

· In groups of two to three, students will examine two items, one dating from the early to mid-20th century, the other its more contemporary counterpart.  i.e.:  

· Group 1:  typewriter and laptop computer
· Group 2:  rotary telephone and cell phone

· Group 3:  transistor radio and iPod

· Group 4:  35 mm camera and digital camera

· Group 5:  stereographic photo viewer and modern ViewMaster

· Students will not only visually compare the items and the items’ products (if applicable), they will also conduct brief research into the items’ history and development using literature provided by the teacher.

· Students will then create a poster demonstrating what they have learned and observed about their objects.  Visual presentation can be:

· concept map

· Venn diagram

· timeline

· flowchart

· Content on poster must be informative and accurate.  Use attached rubric to assess work.
